SUCCESS

Being successful is not something people are born with, like eye color; it's something they work for.  It DOES take effort.  It IS worth it.  Here are a few suggestions for ensuring success:

GET ORGANIZED.  Get a three-ring binder with dividers and use it.  Having information at your fingertips makes studying or cramming easy.  If you have to search through a stack of rumpled paper, you likely will avoid the task, lose assignments, and get frustrated.  THREE-RING BINDERS are the secret weapon of successful people.  I would venture to say learning how to use one could be the most important thing you learn in high school.  This skill will help you succeed in whatever you do.  Seriously.

DO YOUR OWN WORK.  Copying someone's answers may enable you to continue chatting without thinking about what you're doing, but that is not your goal.  You need to actively think about what you're doing or writing to make strong connections in your brain.  Learning takes work.  It's an active process.

COME TO CLASS.  Unless you're sick, come to class.  You know how to behave and what the school rules are; make sure you follow them so you don't miss time away from class for discipline reasons.  If you miss a class, arrange a convenient time with your teacher to get missed work and explanations, if needed.  You are still responsible for the work whether you are present or not.  Blaming your teacher, or your illness, or the school's discipline routines, may make you feel OK about not succeeding, but that is not your goal.  Your goal should be to succeed.  Do what it takes.

MAKE GOOD USE OF CLASS TIME.  Use class time to get as much work done as possible.  This not only gets it out of the way, but gives you time to work on it when you have help available.  Believe it or not, your friends will not disown you if you choose to get your work done; they will likely respect you for it.  If not, they're not your friends.  You CAN succeed at school and in your social life.  You CAN have it all.


PREPARE FOR TESTS AND QUIZZES. Hopefully, by the time a quiz or test comes you've done the hard work of reading and completing assignments.  Now it's just review time.  If you have an organized three-ring binder, this is a snap.  Look over the objectives listed in your notes (the "Essentials"), review sheets, and especially returned quizzes that are relevant.  Quiz yourself over everything.  Ask yourself questions and try to answer without looking.  Look if you have to.  In science, knowing the vocabulary is often vital.

DON'T PASS UP CHANCES FOR EASY POINTS.  Completing video quizzes is easy.  You just have to choose to actually watch and try to understand the video (and learn something in the process).  The quizzes guide you to the most important parts.  Turn in assignments on time.  Answer all the questions on lab sheets.  The little points add up to be significant.

BEAT DEADLINES.  Complete assignments and reports before the day they are due.  You might be sick or have other things to attend to on the last day.  In life outside of school, you're foolish if you wait until the due date to pay bills.  You'll be charged late fees whether the lateness is the bank's, the mail service's, or your fault.  Deadlines are deadlines.  Get used to it.

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR LEARNING.  Teachers can only do so much.  They can't walk you home with the necessary books and they can't force information into your head.  You have to do it.  Blaming others and whining is not only a waste of time, but it's childish.  Even if your teacher really is awful, you can still choose to learn.  And you should.

DON'T FORGET THE ESSENTIALS.  Get sleep.  Eat breakfast.  Schedule time to relax and have fun.  Set goals and priorities.  Success in one area of life does not take away from being able to succeed in others.  

