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Name ______________________________

Worksheet






Period _____  Date ___________________

1.   Read the following fictional experiment.

Many people in the small Midwestern town of Hootville are stricken with the disease Buggo.  Most recover within seven to nine days.  Buggo has been shown to be caused by a bacterium called Gotcha.  

Antibiotic X is a new drug that kills Gotcha bacteria cultured in a test tube.  Antibiotic Z cures dogs that have been stricken with Buggo.

Researchers decided to test Antibiotic X on some of the people in Hootville.  They believed the drug would effectively cure Buggo in humans, allowing the patients who took it to recover more quickly than those who did not take it.

The researchers prepared tablets containing Antibiotic X.  They also prepared tablets that did not contain Antibiotic X.  A tablet that does not contain any medication is called a placebo.

Researchers selected two groups of people who had just contracted Buggo.  Twenty-five people (Group A) were given tablets containing the drug.  Twenty-five people (Group B) were given placebos.

Twenty people given the drug recovered within one day.  The other five in Group A took from seven to nine days to recover.

One of the people given a placebo recovered within one day.  The rest of Group B took from seven to nine days to recover.

2.     Complete the table below by writing the steps of the scientific method, in order, then note parts of the story that coordinate with the steps.

Steps of scientific method
Info in story that illustrates the step

a.




b.




c.




d.




e.




f.




